
Sunday Bible Class 
Constantly Abiding | Branded As An Abider 

 
Texts: “If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the world 
would love his own; but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore 
the world hateth you. Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they 
have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also.” 
John 15:18-20 
 
“From henceforth let no man trouble me: for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus.” Galatians 6:17 
 
Introduction: The world in the Apostle Paul’s day hated him. They hated him because they hated his Savior 
just as the Apostle John quoted from the Lord Jesus Christ in our text above. Persecution is on the rise. The 
Covid crisis seems to have diminished a lot of news about ongoing persecution of Christians and Jews. There 
is a strong movement in many parts of the world that are now blaming Jews and Christians for the 
Coronavirus. Note that the Apostle Paul wrote a letter to the Galatians stating that he had actual marks that 
he bore on his body due to his life of abiding in Jesus Christ. “The marks of the Lord Jesus” – what were 
they? The Greek word which is translated marks is “stigmata” from which we get our English words “stigma” 
and stigmatise.” The word also means “branded.”  Thus stated, the marks that the Apostle Paul bore were 
not merely marks: they were brands. To what was he referring to? As we go through a breakdown of this, 
remember we are living in a time when it seems everything is branded. Clothes, shoes, schools, churches, 
conferences, phones, social networks, apps, political parties, people groups and even food are branded. If we 
are branded in the world we live as Believers and Abiders in the Lord Jesus Christ, I can only say Amen to the 
brand! Note the branding in the Apostle Paul’s day and in his own life: 
 

I. Five Classes of Branding in the Apostle Paul’s Day 
A. The Slave Brand – A very common practice of branding slaves as a mark of ownership or a 

means of precaution against running away. The way a slave was branded also determined what 
type punishment they would receive for various incidents. In Exodus 21:5-6 there is a marking 
or branding of slaves if the slaved loved his master, wife and children. The Master could bring 
the slave to a judge and bring him to a door post and bore his ear through with an aul. That 
brand meant life long service and permanent ownership. 

B. The Soldier Brand – In Paul’s day, soldiers were tattooed on their arm or hand the name or 
initials of favorite generals. Many soldiers in Alexander the Great era bore his mark of Alpha on 
their arm or hand. Recruits went through stiff trials, tests, torture and trust measures before a 
tattoos was allowed to be put on them. The main idea of branding soldiers was that of loyal 
allegiance. 

C. The Devotees Brand – A religious devotee would be branded for the god he served. The 
Egyptians were especially rigorous and demanded branding of their gods. They were branded 
with symbols of animals, artist depictions of monsters and serpents and other creepy things. 
Their walls, their homes, their cattle, donkeys and children wore brands much like religionists of 
various religions wear today. I remember the first few weeks of living in Sri Lanka seeing a small 
infant branded with black smeared on his forehead of what I called “shoe polish”. Many 
religions use brands in their belief system to ward off evil. 

D. The Criminal Brand – Repeated law breakers and persons considered vile, dangerous to 
society and of obscene character were branded with some form of identity. The public was 
then warned by the detection of these brands so they would know the proper response to 



them in giving them employment and job descriptions. Criminals were stigmatized and treated 
as outcasts as to where they lived and how their children would be treated for education and 
acceptance by the social elites. Remember Cain in Genesis after murdering his brother Abel 
was branded by God Himself. 

E. The Abhorred Brand – During the time of the Maccabees a godless ruler by the name of 
Philopater caused the Jews to wear a mark or branding of an ivy-leaf symbol of the Greek god 
Dionysus. This was intended to inflict a public stigma on the abhorred Jewish race and was put 
on by means of fire. Christians under Nero also were branded by hot iron fire to depict them as 
outcasts of society. Many nations treated Jews and Christians with branding. The Nazi’s were 
notorious of this. 

 
 
 

II. Four Classes of Branding in the Apostle Paul’s Life 
A. The Abiding Marks/Brands – They were the scars, sears and sores which he bore for his costly 

and heroic service for the sake of the Lord Jesus Christ and the Gospel. The hardships, 
illnesses, stonings, and whippings took their toll and left their marks! He was a disfigured man 
and his branding showed it. His physical injuries arose from incidents that he spoke of in 2 
Corinthians 11:23-28 “..in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more 
frequent, in deaths oft. Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. Thrice I was 
beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been 
in the deep; In journeyings often, in  perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of mine own 
countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in 
the sea, in perils among false brethren; In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in 
hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. Beside those things that are 
without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches. Who is weak, and I am 
not weak? Who is offended, and I burn not? If I must needs glory, I will glory of the things 
which concern mine infirmities.” What an expository commentary on Galatians 6:17!  

B. The Endurance Brand – Note the personal pronoun “I” in verse 17. He said, “for I bear in my 
body the marks/brands of the Lord Jesus. The contrast between Paul and the Judaizing 
Teachers who were subverting the Galatian believers and seeking to turn them against himself. 
These teachers like many of our day were self-important men and big mouth pretenders living 
high on the hog, boastful preachers but extremely poor sufferers. The only regard they had 
was for the safety of their own skin.  Mark it well CBBC or Brand it well – the real test of our 
love to Christ is what we are prepared to suffer for Him. An old-time preacher once said, “Let 
us not make big professions if we are not prepared to seal them with our blood.”  When God 
calls a people to the fields white unto harvest, He doesn’t look for Mr or Mrs Universe, He looks 
for those that endure the pain, the temperature, the hassle, the time, the sneers, the rejection, 
the oppression and  an obsession to see souls saved.  

C. The Discernment Brand – The Galatians had to use spiritual discernment that comes from 
abiding in Christ, to discern the contrast between the marks of Jesus Christ and Moses. You 
can see the contrast in brands in Galatians 6:12-15. Paul was saying you either have the real 
brand-Jesus Christ or the knock off logo only brand-Moses. “As many as desire to make a fair 
shew in the flesh, they constrain you to be circumcised; only lest they should suffer persecution 
for the cross of Christ.” The Judaizing teachers were misleading the Galatian converts telling 
them they must undergo the rite of circumcision. Circumcision is the mark/brand of Moses and 
speaks of servitude to a legal system from the curse of which the Lord Jesus, by His redeeming 



death and resurrection, has set us free. We are to bear the marks of the Lord Jesus Christ folks 
not the marks of religion: sacraments, statues, mass, chains with crosses dangling, tongue 
speaking and healing meetings that are meant to mark one has a “true spirit filled Christian.” 
The marks/brand of the Lord Jesus Christ are those of a glad, free, self-sacrificing service that 
comes from faith in the grace of our Lord’s sacrifice on Calvary and resurrection from the grave 
in remission of our sin. The ecumenical movement, one world church demands we carry their 
brand or else! Two things God’s people often forget to pray for is wisdom and discernment. It 
shows! The Lord said, “Come out from among them and be ye separate.”  

D. The Cautiousness Brand – The Epistle to the Galatians is full of trouble. The Galatians had 
been troubled; and Paul had just written: “I would they were even cut off which trouble you.” 
Galatians 5:12. The Apostle Paul had been troubled himself. The Judaistic legalists were bent 
on perverting the young faith of those whom Paul had won to Christ but were also bent on 
troubling Paul by questioning his authority, sincerity, and apostleship. Paul was misaligned and 
branded a troublemaker because he did not have their registration nor was, he a member of 
the so-called Christian Council. False teachers, compromisers and religionists demand we carry 
their brand. But our scar branding must come from placing our loyalty to Christ alone. We must 
be cautious of todays caviler branders! Removing pulpits and pews from churches to have the 
contemporary brand is another subtle misaligned brand to take churches who exercise no 
caution, discernment, and wisdom to be branded like the seeker friendly crowd as they like to 
be called. The Apostle Paul wanted to settle any doubts in the Galatians mindset in his sincerity 
to Christ stated: “From henceforth let no man trouble me: for I bear in my body the marks of 
the Lord Jesus.” The brand marks of the Lord Jesus Christ in our day needs our cautious 
discernment! 

 
III. Four Classes of Branding for Ourselves 

A. The Loyalty Brand – We should never be ashamed of bearing suffering or reproach for the 
Lord Jesus Christ sake! The Apostle Paul often called himself a slave/servant of the Lord. That 
branding put him lower than scum in the eyes of the religious and political world but it brought 
him higher honor with the Lord and authentic believers. Let us never forget that real 
Christianity is living for Christ instead of for self! The early Christians in the Acts of the Apostles 
were loyal to Christ, their church and their doctrine and “departed from the presence of the 
Council, rejoicing that were counted worthy to suffer shame for the blessed wonderful name of 
Jesus Christ!”  

B. The Determination Brand – The brand marks that the Apostle Paul bore teaches us 
determination.  We should be determined Christians in serving the Lord Jesus Christ in a world 
of adversity and fear mongering. It is far better to be scarred than it is to be scared. The old 
martyr, John Knox had just come back from the French galleys, his hands were marked by the 
chains on the oars of the ship he had been rowing in for 18 months. Those hands spoke of his 
determination to Christ, His Word, His Gospel and his servitude to Christ. When his young wife 
met him off the ship, she saw his scarred, bleeding hands and was overcome with emotion, 
knelt down and kissed the scars. She kissed his determination folks. John Knox was not a wimp 
but a determined soldier of the Lord Jesus Christ! Our determination to serve the Lord here in 
Sri Lanka and see more churches planted and warriors for preachers instead of whipped cream 
wimps will bear scars. We must never fear “stigmata” for the Saviors sake! God help us never 
to fear persecution, ridicule, and trial at court: “for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord 
Jesus.”  



C. The Character Brand – The Apostle Paul’s brand marks tell us that we should bear the Marks 
of the Lord Jesus Christ in our character. There is a moral and spiritual sense that the Apostle 
teaches us as he bore the marks of the Lord Jesus Christ. Our constantly abiding in Christ will 
reproduce a sacrificing willingness for service branded with holiness, love, grace, and 
meekness. Our character should bear the marks of a willing slave, a loyal soldier and a earnest 
devotee that our allegiance, consecration and ownership are brands of abiding in Christ! Its not 
enough to “honk if you love Jesus” as bumper stickers in the West use to state. Putting the 
name Jesus on your Tuk Tuk, Tee Shirt, and your little fish logo on your car then cussing the 
traffic does not show the character of Christ! Every CBBC member ought to show the marks, 
the brands of servitude to Jesus Christ in our faithfulness to services, soul winning, prayer, 
giving and not expect the ministry to be 9 to 5! Go out of your way Christian, serve Christ and 
not yourself, His time frames and not yours! 

D. The Faith Brand – Before Paul passed from this life to heaven he stated: “I am now ready to be 
offered and the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight; I have finished my 
course; I have kept the faith!” His faith had found a resting place and it was in abiding in Christ. 
He never preached a Prosperity Gospel and Health and Wealth Gospel, but the True, Biblical 
Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. He was branded not with the shysters who sell their silver 
cures for coronavirus and open a window and rebuke Covid thereby raising millions of dollars 
to satisfy their covetousness. The Apostle Paul’s scars, sores and sicknesses were his branding 
but he was able to say in the end, “henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day; and not to me only, but unto all 
them that love His appearing!” He was branded by faith in Christ alone! 

 
Conclusion: Discover this week in your Bible reading where it states that Jason and others “these that have 
turned the world upside down.” The Apostle Paul was part of that! Let’s join the “These Club” folks! You can 
find this in the book of Acts by the way. Worth your while to read the whole Book! God bless you as you do 
with His “Abider Branding!” 


